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OPPRESSIOZV OF THE GAS MONOPOLY
CONDEMNED WASHINGTON CITIZENS

±

Letters From Mistreated Consumers Who
Have JoinedFight Against OverCapitali

zation of Company Substantiate
Charges Made by Times 4

Inferior Gas and Marked Increase in Bills Is

General to Protests
Adds Color to Abuses

Are the people of Washington interested and in earn
est about this question of the Gas Monopolys

graft
a few of the letters they are writing to The

Times about it
Is there any real dissatisfaction with conditions im

posed by the Gas Monopoly in the gratification of its teed
for inordinate profits

Read what the people of Washington are saying
about it A few of the letters The Times has received
since it started this fight are printed on this page

Are the people with The Times or is this newspaper
merely trying to do something sensational

Read the letters for the answer
Then write one of your own Nothing is better evidence of

public interest Nothing will impress Congress more
strongly Nothing will go farther to convince the District
Commissioners and the Corporation Counsel that the public
appreciates the splendid work they are doing

If it were merely the question of the price of gas
there wouldnt be so much difficulty about this fight But
it is a most complicated situation Reduction of the price
of gas is going to be impossible if the Gas Monopoly is
allowed to add 10000000 to the capital on which the
courts will permit it to earn returns

Its just a question whether the Gas Monopoly shall
be donated 10000000 more on top of all the millions it has
extracted from this community in the past or whether the
people shall be given a chance

Its just taking your choice between these propo
sitions Shall the Gas Monopoly be donated 10000000
more or shall the people have gas at an honest and reason
able price

Take your choice You cant give millions to the Gas
Monopoly and get cheaper gas too

People write to The Times that their gas stoves refuse
to work because the pressure is so bad One man demands-
to know Why it is that our gas stove will boil potatoes-
in 25 minutes at 630 in the morning and it takes the stove
one hour and 25 minutes to boil potatoes at 530 in the even-
ing

Of course the answer is that the Gas Monopoly has
been so busy getting away with excessive profits that it
hasnt put in mains big enough to supply the town with gas
Now it wants to be allowed to load 10000000 more of
capitalization on this scandalously inadequate and ineffi
cient plant

But the following letters tell the story
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Commends Times Fight
Scores the Gas Company-

To the Editor of The Washington
Inclosed find check for 510 to as

sist you In your noblo fight against
the gas monopoly or our city
citizens Interested In the welfare of
our city ought to Join you In tha
noble work I have lived over twenty
one years In Washington and can
show by records that my gas bills
have been Increasing year year
though we are but a small family
of four persons and do not burn
more gas at the beginning
Ever since gas was from

L2S to feet our bills have
steadily

Every one says the same thing I
ascribed it at first to the meter and
have had four meters tested and
condemned within the last two

moters The more economical we
have been in the use of gas the

were our bills All honor to
The Washington Times for having
taken in behalf of a
helpless community and may success
crown your noble effortsV S

Commends Times Stand
And Contributes to Fund-

To the Editor of The Washington
I note with pleasure the stand that

your paper has taken In reference to
our gas companies increasing their
capital stock It has my

and I Inclose
my check for to help In the fight

I believe that If the increase want-
ed Is granted the courts it will
not keep Congress from re
ducing the price of gas for the

claim that It would havo
to charge the present price to pay
dividends on Its stock a large part
of which would represent not cap
ital Invested but accumulated

but It would probably prevent-
an improvement in quality

As I light for the In
terests of people of this District
I wish you success Respectfully-

J S FRASER

Will Not Change Meter
No Good Says Consumer-

To the Editor of Tho Washington
I hava tried repeatedly to have the

Washington Gas Company exchange
gas meters at my house 1712 F
street northwest and I only got no-

tice that my meter was all right and
would not l o changed Now my gas
bill for last month was 400 and
porno cents and this month la C40v
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and we have boon doing tho most of
our cooking on the range this month
in save gas but It Is larger
just tho same

If tho meter had hands on It I
think it would make a good clock
as it takcj spells ticking a clock
and then stops all of a sudden I
am tired of trying to get justice from
the gas company and If your val
uable paper can do any thing for tho
public it will be appreciated vory
much indeed If you want to make
my few lines public you are at lib-
erty to do so Best wishes for The
Times I remain yours very truly

THOMAS R HUDSON
1712 F street northwest

Companys Deals Hardship-

To tho Editor of The Washington Times
Allow me to assure you of my

support In your efforts to prevent
further liking of the public by the
Washington gas monopoly-

I have bslore me now a bill oC
5430 for services for the past month
and I use gas only for lights and
thon Just for a short while each
evening usually while the Janitor-
is cleaning tho office I cant say
that it Is absolutely necessary for
the janitor to havo a candle to find
his broom after lighting the gas
but I know of no other use that ho
could have for the one which I find
In tho office for his use

In addition to the injustice of re-
quiring a deposit pointed out by
your paper I wish to call attention-
to tho unfairness of tho heavy pen-

alties charged In default of prompt
payment on tho day set by the com-
panies and this too

they have already a deposit that
would more than cover the ordinary
bill for one month

A comparison of the methods em
ployed by a modern commercial es-
tablishment with those of tho gas
companies will show the
imposition of the monopoly upon a
suffering public Ordinarily com

payment
within thirty days as cash and will
usually give a small discount for

who already have a nut
ciont amount of your to cover
the bill and in most Instances much
more than sufficient will charge you
the enormous penalty of 25 per cent
If the bill Is not ten days
from rendition

The reason for this difference of
principle Is obvious In commercial

competition is sharp and to
prosper must em
ploy modern business methods and
accommodate their patrons while
with Washingtons companies If
there is competition it la tQ SCQ
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President Warns Public
of High Capital Dangers
Closely relating to the attempt of the gas

monopoly to inflate its capital stocK by 10000
000 in that it tells of the great dangers of
stocK the following extract from the
speech of President Roosevelt at Indianapolis
May 30 1907 will prove interesting-

It the Federal Government must possess
the power to exercise supervision over the future
issuance of stocKs and bonds either through a
national incorporation which I should prefer-
or in some similar fashion such supervision to
include the franK publicity of everything which
wouldbe investors and the public at large have-
a right to Know The Federal Government will
thus be able to prevent all overcapitalization in
the future to prevent any man from plundering
others by loading properties with obligations
and pocKeting the money

The public interest requires guaranty
against improper multiplication of securities in
the future Reasonable regulations for their is-

suance should be provided so as to secure so
far as may be that the proceeds thereof shall
be devoted to legitimate business purposes In
providing against overcapitalization we shall
harm no human beng who is honest and we
shall benefit many for overcapitalization often
means inflation that invites business panic it al
ways conceals the true relation of the profit
earned to the capital invested creating a burden
of interest payments which may redound to the
loss aliKe o the wageearner and the general
public with is concerned in the rates paid

There is an essential difference between
private and craasipublic property which justifies
setting somewhere a limit beyond which the ac-

cumulating value in quasipublic properties due
to the necessiies of a growing community shall
not be capitalized

From the Message to Congress Dec 4 1906
In some method whether by a national

license law or in other fashion we must exer
cise and that at an early date a far more com
plete control than at present over these great

control that will among other
things prevent the evils of excessive overcapi
talization and that will compel the disclosure
by each big corporation of its stocKholders and
of its properties and business whether owned
directly or through subsidiary or affiliated
corporations This will tend to put a stop to
the securing of inordinate profits by favored
individuals at the expense of the general pub
lic the stocKholders or the wageworKers
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which can give the worst and the
service at the same tune
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TTae Gas as Heretofore
Bill More Than Doubled-

To the Editor of Washington Times

for September L95 for November
300
I am sure we have not used more

gas this month than last Thanking
you for the good work you are doing
to right a wrong I ain

Yours respectfully-
J H

524 Seventh street southeast

Gas Stove Unsatisfactory-
In Cooking Evening Meal-

To the Editor of Washington Timer
I would like to know why it la

that our gas stove will bon potatoes-
In twentyfive minutes at 630 In the
morning and it takes the stove one
hour and twentyfive minutes to boll
potatoes at 630 In the evening Why
Is it that it takes so much more gas
to cook in the evening than It does
In the morning

Very respectfully yours
1008 Park road northwest

Congratulates The Times
and Joins in the Fight-

To the Editor of The Washington Times
Enclosed please find my check for

3 throe dollars the same being
my contribution toward The Times
fund to help pay for expert testi-
mony in fight

Your valued assistance in keeping
this matter before the public Is
greatly appreciated by the largo
number of people who know what
tho game is and who will not
be slow to remember the services
rendered The Times In this
matter Respectfully J H C

Publicity Chief Need
To Obtain Cheaper Gas-

To the Editor of The Washington Tines
Who is the necessity for a

finance a campaign Ser cheaper

I

oxtort the pub-

lic BEMAN BROWN

The
gas blll for October L70i

ent

The

1

fund-
o

leant
G

My was

1

¬

gas for the District of Columbia
What more do we need than public-
ity Is not The Times prepared to
give us that without money and
without price

Here are the facts
The Washington Gas Company Is

the creature of Congress
That 75 cents per thousand cubic

ftwt Is a sufficient price here Is
proved by the fact that years ago
tve were offered gas at that price by
a responsible group of citizens inreturn for a charter And a com-pany could be formed In fortyelgtitnours to take over the plant of thepresent company at its
value on that condition Also by thefact that 1 gas has been so profit
able to the present company as to
allow generous divi
dends an1 extraordinary dividends
the last one as much as ICO

are all the facts Congress
needs to know to justify It In re
ducing the price to 75 cents

The Times will give us publicitymm will properly reprobate All op
position of members and especially
wlll give the names of any thatopenly work in the Interest of thopresent monopoly or who as did thelost of tho House District
Committee endeavor to water thestock of the gas Is allthat will lie necessary

Wo have never needed anythingmore than such publicity haveonly failed to secure a reduction inthe price of gas because our news-
papers have too complacent

situation
So far us our newspapers have relooted public sentiment here therehas no public demand forgas When the effort was

to water the stock to
13150000 not a particle of public

opposition was Indicated in the newspapers or by the Board of Commis-
sioners of the District Respectfully

W MORRIS

Monopoly Is Insolent
Declares Gas Consumer-

To the Editor of The Washington
I am glad to see that at last an

organized and powerful effort Is to
be made to tear loose the clutch
which our Insolent gas monopolists
have so long held upon tho throat
of the people of Washington

The people of eery city and ofmany States in tills Union are and
have been for decades moro or less
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under the heels of merciless cor-
porations having control of the pub
lic utilities but among them all It
seems to me those of Washing
ton ore the meanest most arbitrary
Insolent and grasping

And there is reason for this In the
fact that our people have vote
and therefore no means to demand
fair play and a square deal at tho
hands of our corporate masters

taxed to death
without being represented Of course
we are supposed to be represented
by Congressmen from every State In
this Republic but what kind of

imagined when it Is known that upon
the recent decease of a Senator from-
a neighboring State who had long
been a most influential member of
the District Committee a portion or
his personal estate consisted of
9000 in Washington Gas stock
The truth la that few if any of

our Congr tonal managers attempt-
to represent the people of this Dis
tilct or their Interests but take
good care of the Interests of the few
at the expense of the many

I agree with The Times that it Is
an outrage that the Government
should permit the Gs Monopolists-
to require a deposit as a prerequisite
for the or gas in this District
They first establish a monopoly ad
mit of no competitors an then
actually make the people given bond
In hard cash to protect this monopoly
from any chance of loss whatever

As to the quality of KS
who is there who not know

that it la the worst over produced
And who to there who not knuw
that the quality of gas has been

ever tho last de-
crease in price per hundred feet was
announced or does not know In ad-
dition that his gas bills have
higher since that pretended decrease
was made than ever before

And what user of gas knows that
his meter is registering correctly
I had occasion four months in suc-
cession this year to have my meters
officially examined and thee times
out of the four found uiat they

registering from 5 to 15 per
cent present laws
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when ycu pay your W cent fee
and have your raetw tested the
company Is not obliged as it ought
to be to replace It with a re

and correct meter but
is fo take out of its old
stook which be and in my case
was three times in saocosolon worse
and more incorrect than the one
taken out

If the people of Washington dont
back you up in gas fight they
deserve to suffer J B

Pressure Is Inadequate
Says Brookland Citizen-

To the EdItor of The Washington Tine
As the Washington Gf Light

Company has so far refused to ex-
tend their main eat of Thirteenth
on Monroe street Brookland I am
not a consumer of their product
hence have not the matter of
the fight against the gas company

attention until peat couple
of issues of your paper but know Itis being waged as a result of poor
service among other things henceas a citizen and property own r Idesire to add my piel to pro-
mote your cause

It is my understanding that the
District pays the so
much per light of a stipulated candle-
power for the streets Ifmy understanding be correct I wish

between the hours of and
8N and more frequently long afterthat lour than not the street lamps
are BO dim that their illuminating
power IB almost nil and the
churches and public places especially
the are so dim that the places
look dismal and uninviting A friend
of mine In Brookland has found itnecessary when frying oysters forsupper to place the pan Inside the
furnacr and complaints are
heard on every that the
sure is BO weak that on gas stoves
it is extremely impossible to operate
the oven two or more burners at
the same time This is not as It
should be and I trust you can use

the
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ibis Information to advantage The
Brookland Citizen willverify my statements about thestreet lights if called upon
tully FRED BARNS
1827 Monroe street Breokiand D C

November 3907

Cut Down on Quantity
Price Increases He Says

o the SUtor ef The texMagteB
For the WiahingtoBl we give

thanks it Is a common benefactor
oven if Ute effort to deliver from the

of the Gas Monopoly should
fall but there Is no such word aa

For A ffut 5IOS I was alette in my
house using to ttmiUd ex-

tent and mr g WH Was a certain
figure la August 19W again I was

la my house and for two
weeks my house was shut up
nobody and in the other
two weeps I used much toss
gas than in the four of August
UttS Yet for August 7 my leas
bill was three times greater than
that of IMC Tike month of July
197 my gas bill Was exorbitant and
I wrote a letter to the gas
charging greed fraud
other things and then tore it up
hoping for better things for August
But when August bin came I was
sorry I tore it up and I Went down
to gas office to charge them with
fraud and robbery I found a wom
an doing the same thing I went to
do She was doing it better than I

woman can say so many
more thanks and not get knocked
down as a man would may be for
like exposure Her complaint would
be taken under advisement But
mine Well e the District meter
man I went Yes for BJ cents
we will examine your meter I
didnt pay this and agreed with

to grin and bear it or get

Continued on Page 11 Second Section
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Thousands of Furniture Gift I
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I Pieces Make Up This Great Stock

I

Handsome 5piece mahoga 1yfinish Par10r Suite finely upholstered in rich mercerized 2
I damask thoroughly well made a suite sold regularly at 35 tomorrow a special offering at

III
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CLAW FEET MORRIS
Chair In oak and

finish similar to 1-
1hastraUln reversible

cushions gloss finish

8 95

LADYS GOLDEN OAK
and mahoganY finish
Desks with of
pigeon hole space extra
well made and
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What bring more pleasure and sunshine
into the home than a piano And what better
or more acceptable for a gift Weve a plan that
has proven immensely popular by which you can
buy the piano on practically your own terms Its
this We place in your home a highgrade piano
for a thorough trial arid test This at our own

meets every requirement you can buy it without
paying a cent cash and on payments of l week

only price is 198 the piano
stores price 300 Will you allow us to demon
strate how easy it is to own a piano according to
our method of selling Ask us

rowNo
Cash Payment Required

Piano Stores Price 300
Our Price 198

A Timely Word
About Pianos
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IIII CARPETS AND RUGS II tMOHAIR PARLOR RUGS IN THE LA-
test colorings of blue and red size 3 x72 Cj f
worth 512 size 30x L worth S 5565
size Sx3G to

14x26 CARPET MATS WITH FRINGED
ends from carpets worth 5125 yard
each 1

I

6 5
red cit

2 Q C

worth

Music CabInet large
and roomy
legs value

10 special 7 95offering to
morrow

GOLDEN OAK AND
mahogany finish Parlor
Rocker Imitation leather

large and roomy
very

3 9 8made
I

price
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BEAUTIFUL 83x106 SAXONY AXMINISTER RUGSall this season choicest patterns sold O f f ffregularly at 2S50 Special
rice 44JtJ

CHOICE JAPANESE MATTINGS IN 1
sample rolls one of a pattern usually sells at U

yard special Including Ikying f S Lfie

>

Purchases will be reserved if you wish and delivery made when and
where you say Select the gift pieces NOW tomorrowI
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